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The public is requested to fill out a 'Speaker Card' to address the Board on any item of the 
agenda prior to the Board taking action on an item. Comments from the public on Agenda items 
will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on 
other matters not appearing on the Agenda that is within the Board's subject matter jurisdiction 
will be heard during the Public Comment period. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per 
speaker, unless waived by the presiding officer of the Board. As a covered entity under Title II 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the 
basis of disability and upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal 
access to its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening 
devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure 
availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to 
the meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Neighborhood Council Project Coordinator 
(323) 224-2314.  

 

Meeting Date, Time and Location: 
Tuesday, July 1, 2008 - 6:30 p.m. 
Westchester Council Community Room 
7166 Manchester Avenue, Westchester, CA  90045 
 
A.    Call to Order 
B.    Pledge of Allegiance -- David Coffin 
C.    Appointment of Jack Topal to fill vacant At-large Board Seat 
D.    Approval of Minutes of June 3, 2008 Board meeting 
E.    Public Comment - non-agenda items (limited to 2 minutes per speaker) 
F.    Representative Reports (limit to 3 minutes please): 
                1.    Deanna Stevenson, Interim DONE Project Coordinator 
                2.    Jim Kennedy, Field Deputy/Councilman Bill Rosendahl  
                3.    Chad Molnar, LAX - Community Liaison 
                4.    Stephen.Cheung, Area Field Representative/Mayor\'s Office 
                5.    Stephanie Molen, Field Representative - Assemblymember Ted Lieu 
                6.    Rebecca Bernal, Field Representative - Assemblymember Curren Price     
                7.    Jessica Duboff, Field Representative/Congresswoman Jane Harman  
                8.    Edgar Saenz, Field Representative/Congresswoman Maxine Waters 
G.   Presentations:  (limited to 5 minutes unless prior approval for additional time given) 
                1.    Neighborhood Council Self Assessment (Stronks) 
                2.    Update on NCWP Community Event and Volunteer assignments 
(Taylor/Buchanan) 
H.    Motions/Actions Items:  (Public comment on agendized items limited to 2 minutes) 
                Consent Calendar: (These items will be enacted with one vote unless a Board 
member or a  
                 stakeholder requests that an item be placed on the Discussion Calendar.) 
                            1.    Motion to approve reimbursement of Board member 
                                   expenditures (Hench) 
                            2.    Matters transferred from the Discussion Calendar          
                Discussion Calendar:  (These items will be discussed and acted upon separately  
                unless a Board member or a stakeholder requests that an item be transferred to the  



                Consent Calendar.) 
                           1.     Motion to renew fiscal year 2007-2008 funding in connection with the  
                                   previously approved motion to spend up to $15,000 for repairs and       
furnishings  
                                   for the Los Angeles Fire Stations in the NCWP area, i.e., Stations 5, 67 
and  
                                   95 (Hench) 
                           2.     Motion to approve $2,500 as partial funding for a tractor by Westchester  
                                   Babe Ruth to be used to maintain the facilities in a safe condition.  This 
amount  
                                   is the balance of funds previously approved by the NCWP but not funded 
within  
                                   the previous fiscal year (Hench) 
                           3.     Motion to support the application of Chalet Edelweiss for a conditional use 
permit - 
                                   Alcohol (CUP) and prepare an appropriate letter thereon (Ferro)   
                           4.     Motion to support and endorse a governance model for member schools of 
the  
                                   LMU family of schools based on that of the Palisades Charter High School 
in  
                                   which equal numbers of seats are allocated to teachers, parents of current 
                                   students and community members who live or work within the geographic  
                                   boundaries of the school (Marcellus)  
I.    Committee Reports: 
                Standing Committees   
                            1.    Airport Relations - David Voss/David Coffin 
                            2.    Budget & Finance - Cyndi Hench (Approval of Treasurer\'s Report) 
                            3.    Bylaws - David Voss 
                            4.    Communications - David Coffin 
                            5.    Education - Terry Marcellus 
                            6.    Elections - David Coffin 
                            7.    Governmental Affairs/City Services - John Ramey 
                            8.    Membership/Marketing - Sibyl Buchanan 
                            9.    Planning & Land Use - James Ferro 
                           10.   Public Safety - Doug Ehlers 
                Ad Hoc Committees  
                            1.    Lincoln Streetscape - Stephen Bentley 
                            2.    Sepulveda Streetscape - John Ruhlen 
                            3.    Community Design Overlay - Bill Ballerini   
                            4.    Entrada - Bill Ballerini  
               City/Neighborhood Council Committees 
                            1.    LANC Congress - Robert Dalton/Judith Ciancimino (alt.) 
                            2.    City Planning Task Force - David Gray; James Ferro (alt.) 
                            3.    NC Alliance - Cyndi Hench 
                            4.    Mayor\'s Budget Day - Denny Schneider/Bill Ballerini (alt.) 
                            5.    City Attorney Legal Liaison - David Voss  
                            6.    LADWP MOU - John-David Webster 
J.    President\'s Discussion Items or Comments 
                            1.    Policies and Procedures Handbook status and input 
                            2.    Committee assignments    
                            3.    Standing Committee scheduled meetings 
K.    Other Items: 
                1.    Conflict of Interest On-line Training:  www.lacityneighborhoods.com  and  
                       www.done.ethicstraining@lacity.org 
                2.    Neighborhood Empowerment Academy workshops:   
                       www.lacityneighborhoods.com/empowerment_academy.htm  



L.   Announcements: 
                1.    BONC meetings now held on the 1st Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. and every 3rd Thursday 
at  
                           6:00 p.m. of the month 
                2.    Next NCWP Board meeting:  August 5, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.  
                3.    Other announcements 
M.    Adjournment 
  
                                                            

 
About this Communication: You are receiving this news from the Neighborhood Council of 
Westchester/Playa del Rey as a registered stakeholder. 

UNSUBSCRIBE: Visit 
http://www.ncwpdr.org/index.php?page=subscriptions.htm&cid=NRO66YA7 to manage your 
neighborhood council subscriptions. For information on how we protect your information, please 
read our privacy policy at our web site at http://www.ncwpdr.org 
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The Neighborhood Council of Westchester/Playa del Rey 
Board of Directors’ Meeting – June 3, 2008 

 
Present: Mike Arias, William Ballerini, Sibyl Buchanan, Judith Ciancimino, David Coffin, Steve 
Donell, Doug Ehlers, James Ferro, Tom Flintoft, David Gray, Clarence Griffin, Terry Issac, Cyndi 
Hench, Patricia Lyon, Terry Marcellus, Nora MacLellan, Nancy Niles, John Ruhlen, Kathy Bartlow-
Santos, Denny Schneider, Frances Stronks, Mary Taylor, David Voss and John David Webster. 
 
Excused: Stephen Bentley, Don Doyle, Geoff Maleman and John Ramey. 
 
Absent: Robert Dalton and Richard Nelsen. 
 
Item A.    Call to Order – Mike Arias, President of the Board, called the meeting to order at 6:40PM  
 
Item B.    Pledge of Allegiance – Terry Marcellus 
 
Item C.    Approval of Minutes of May 6, 2008 Board meeting – Jim Ferro made a Motion to approve 
the Minutes as distributed.  David Grey seconded the Motion.  The Motion passed unanimously. 
Item D.    Public Comment - non-agenda items (limited to 2 minutes per speaker) 

Raymond Yu – Sunday June 8th West Hollywood will host the 38th annual Gay and Lesbian Pride 
Parade and Street Festival   

Bill Hendricks – Westchester Resident – regarding LMU’s expansion plans, stated that the previous 
Conditional Use Permits must be adhered to.  

Ron Marks – Westchester Resident – regarding DWP problems with power grids/water conservation.  
Why does LMU get to overbuild when this area is overbuilt already and the Q Conditions have not 
been lived up to by LMU regarding parking, noise, off campus housing, etc.  We need to look at these 
factors when considering the impact on the neighborhood.  The NC should not rubberstamp a project 
for a builder who is not living up to their previous commitments. 

Avram Aelony – Westchester Resident – regarding the proposed “drive-thru” Chevron Station and 
Starbucks at Manchester and La Tijera, there must be some public comment on this because the 
noise, crime, etc already exist and these issues must be addressed, especially as this project will 
decrease our property values.   

Diane Sher – Westchester Resident – regarding oil fields proposed in the LA area.  More investigation 
must take place.   

Gus Siamus – Westchester Resident – regarding LAX expansion taking out local schools and eminent 
domain it seems odd that so many people are on the board and not in audience.  Why has the 
density increased and not the infrastructure.  LAX commission is a hoax.   

Mr. Ratkovic – Play del Rey resident – the Board should all resign.  Traffic issues are unbelievable and 
the Board is not doing anything at all.    



Clarence Griffin – LMU representative – LUM actually can transfer its solar electricity to local uses.  
We use grey water for landscaping use and our landscaping is drought tolerant.  Please come to 
scoping meeting on 6.11 4-9PM at LMU.  

Item E.    Representative Reports (limit to 3 minutes please): 

1.    Deanna Stevenson, Interim DONE Project Coordinator – not available. 

2.    Jim Kennedy, Field Deputy/Councilman Bill Rosendahl – LMU scoping meetings are being 
planned.  A public hearing regarding the Housing Element is planned for 6.12 from 8:30AM – 
11:30AM at Van Nuys City Hall  

3.    Chad Molnar, LAX - Community Liaison – the new weekly office hours in Westchester will be 
announced soon.  Date in July will be set for the second public workshop for LAX Northside.  He 
NASA study of LAX should be available by May 2009.  The contract for runway status lights has been 
awarded. 

4.    Stephen.Cheung, Area Field Representative/Mayor\'s Office – the Mayor is asking for assistance 
in identifying the areas most affected by foreclosures.   The Mayor is signing the new City budget 
tomorrow, June 4, at City Council.  It will be available on the City’s website.   

5.    Stephanie Molen, Field Representative - Assemblymember Ted Lieu – a report was given.   

6.    Rebecca Bernal, Field Representative - Assemblymember Curren Price – a flyer listing June 
events was distributed.     

7.    Jessica Duboff, Field Representative/Congresswoman Jane Harman – not available 

8.    Edgar Saenz, Field Representative/Congresswoman Maxine Waters – the Congresswoman will be 
hosting town halls to help people who are in danger of foreclosure.   

Item F.   Presentations:  (limited to 5 minutes unless prior approval for additional time given) 

1.    NCWP Community Event Update and Volunteer assignments (Arias/Taylor/Buchanan) – this 
event is planned for July 4th at Westchester Park after the parade.  Stars of the Neighborhood Awards 
will be presented.  Volunteers are needed for the picnic.   

Item G.    Motions/Actions Items:  (Public comment on agendized items limited to 2 minutes) 

Consent Calendar: (These items will be enacted with one vote unless a Board member or a 
stakeholder requests that an item be placed on the Discussion Calendar.) 

1.    Motion to approve reimbursement of Board member expenditures (Hench) – Cyndi Hench made 
a Motion to reimburse Frances Stronks up to $103 for expenses.  Denny Schneider seconded the 
Motion.  The Motion passed unanimously. 

2.    Matters transferred from the Discussion Calendar  



 Discussion Calendar:  (These items will be discussed and acted upon separately unless a Board 
member or a stakeholder requests that an item be transferred to the Consent Calendar.) 

1.    Motion to approve NCWP budget for fiscal year 2008/2009 (Hench) – a report was distributed.  
Cyndi Hench made a Motion to approve the 2008/2009 Budget.  Denny Schneider seconded the 
Motion.  The Motion passed unanimously.  

2.    Motion to approve funding pursuant to the request from the Westchester BID for tree lighting on 
Sepulveda Blvd. in the Central Business District in an amount to be determined by the NC Budget and 
Finance Committee (Ferro) tabled to another meeting. 

Item H.    Committee Reports: 
 
 Standing Committees   

1.    Airport Relations - David Voss/David Coffin – nothing new to report. 

2.    Budget & Finance - Cyndi Hench (Approval of Treasurer's Report) – a report was 
distributed.  Cyndi Hench made a Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  JD Webster seconded 
the Motion.  The Motion passed unanimously.  

3.    Bylaws - David Voss – no report was given. 

4.    Communications - David Coffin - the website should be updated by a professional; David is 
accepting bids.   

5.    Education - Terry Marcellus – a report was given. 

6.    Elections - David Coffin - all board members will serve until 2010 at which time the City Clerk will 
take over all NC elections. 

7.    Governmental Affairs/City Services - John Ramey – no report 

8.    Membership/Marketing - Sibyl Buchanan – the newsletter was distributed.  

9.    Planning & Land Use - James Ferro – a report was given.  The next meeting will be 6.24 @ 6PM 
in the Playa Vista Library. 

10.   Public Safety - Doug Ehlers – resigning as chair in favor of Cyndi Hench.  A report was given.   

 
Ad Hoc Committees  

1.    Lincoln Streetscape - Stephen Bentley – no report was given 

2.    Sepulveda Streetscape - John Ruhlen – the Westside will be finished in two weeks; the esast 
side remodel will begin on July 1.  Dedication of new welcome sign 6.19 @11:30AM; it will include a 



plaque for Shirley Pfeil, Miss. Westchester and the originator of the first “Welcome to Westchester” 
sign.  The construction is, hopefully, going to be finished by before Thanksgiving. 

3.    Community Design Overlay - Bill Ballerini – Lower Playa del Rey – tool to control redevelopment 
is being discussed in an effort to protect historic PdR.  The next meeting will be in July; date and 
time to be announced. 

4.    Entrada - Bill Ballerini – a law suit, brought by the Westchester Neighbors, is pending.   

City/Neighborhood Council Committees 

1.    LANC Congress - Robert Dalton/Judith Ciancimino (alt.) – no report was given. 

2.    City Planning Task Force - David Gray; James Ferro (alt.) – no report was given. 

3.    NC Alliance - Cyndi Hench – no report was given. 

4.    Mayor\'s Budget Day - Denny Schneider/Bill Ballerini (alt.) – the 2008/2009 Budget is being 
signed tomorrow at City Council, however discussions will continue. 

5.    City Attorney Legal Liaison - David Voss – no report was given. 

6.    LADWP MOU - John-David Webster – a report was given. 

Item I.    President\'s Discussion Items or Comments 

1.    Vacant Board seat – received no applications yet. 

2.    Neighborhood Council Self Assessment (Stronks) – Forms were distributed and the Board and 
attendees were asked to complete them and return them by the July 1, meeting. 

3.    Policies and Procedures Handbook status and input – no report – a committee consisting of 
David Coffin, JD Webster, Cyndi Hench, Clarence Griffin and Geoff Maleman was formed.   

4.    Committee assignments – Terry Marcellus Education Committee reported that Laurie Ferro had 
to resign from the committee.  Terry nominated Jan Landon, a teacher at Orville Wright MS and Lisa 
Marlin as stakeholder members of the committee.  Tom Flintoft seconded the Motion.  The Motion 
passed unanimously. 

5.    Standing Committee scheduled meetings – some committees are not meeting on a regular basis 
and the stakeholders want a more standardized meeting schedule.  We need to be more accessible to 
the stakeholders by holding regularly scheduled meetings.   

6.    Playa del Rey issues – PdR residents feel that we don’t adequately represent all of 
Westchester/Playa, only Westchester.  We need to be more informed and active on PdR issues.    
                    
Item J.    Other Items: 



 1.    Conflict of Interest On-line Training:  www.lacityneighborhoods.com 
and www.done.ethicstraining@lacity.org  
 2.    Neighborhood Empowerment Academy workshops:   
                       www.lacityneighborhoods.com/empowerment_academy.htm   

Item K.   Announcements: 

1.    BONC meetings now held on the 1st Tuesday and every 3rd Thursday of every month 
at 6:00PM. 

2.    Next NCWP Board meeting:  July 1, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.  

3.    Luna Family Tragedy (Issac) – a fund to assist this family who lost 3 children in an accident has 
been set up at Bank of America.  A flyer was distributed. 

4.    Other announcements -  

Item L.    Adjournment  9:15PM 











































  
 

Title: Community Improvement Project for LAFD #5,#67,#95        Item No. _______  
Meeting date: July 1, 2008 
Agendized by:  Cyndi Hench 
Contact person: Cyndi Hench     Phone number:310.779.6706 
Committee Vote (if appropriate):  
Does this item have a fiscal impact on the Neighborhood Council? __X__ Yes   ____ No 
Additional documents attached? ____ Yes   __X__ No 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Recommend that the Board renew fiscal year 2007-2008 funding in connection with the 
previously approved motion to spend up to $15,000 for repairs and furnishings for the 
Los Angeles Fire Stations in the NCWP area, i.e., Stations 5, 67 and 95.    
 
BACKGROUND: 
Looking to make the most of this improvement project for our local fire stations, I have 
connected with Spectrum Health Clubs to arrange for a donation of exercise equipment 
for stations 95 and 5.  Because of timing issues with Spectrum, I have not completed this 
project as I am hoping that the Spectrum will be able to donate equipment that we would 
otherwise purchase for the stations.  If Spectrum is able to provide the Elliptical machine 
and Recumbent Bike that are requested by station 5, we can invest in other improvements 
for the station.  I expect to have the open questions with Spectrum resolved by July and 
intend on disbursing funds shortly thereafter based on the identified needs of the 
respective fire stations.   
 
DISCUSSION: 
Through June 30, I have purchased exercise equipment for LAFD station 67 for 
$4,367.42, and 3 televisions for LAFD station 95 for $4,275.88, plus $800 labor for a 
total of $9,443.30.  I need more time to complete the project for these stations and station 
#5.   
 
The exercise equipment purchased for station 67 was not available from the Spectrum. 
 
FISCAL ANALYSIS: 
 
The unspent funding for this project is $5,556.70. The funding has already been approved 
and the renewal will not result in any new, unapproved expenditures.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
none 
 
MOTION: 
 
That the Neighborhood Council: 
 
Renew fiscal year 2007-2008 funding in connection with the previously approved motion 
to spend up to $15,000 for repairs and furnishings for the Los Angeles Fire Stations in the 
NCWP area, i.e., Stations 5, 67 and 95.    



Title: Endorsement of Palisades Charter High School Governance Model            Item No. ____ 
Meeting date:  July 1, 2008 
Agendized by: 
Contact person: Terry Marcellus  Phone number: (310) 616 6178 
Committee Vote (if appropriate):  9-0 
Does this item have a fiscal impact on the Neighborhood Council? No 
Additional documents attached?  No 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board pass the motion transmitted to it by the Education 
Committee as stated below.     
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Education Committee has studied numerous models for public school improvement and 
reform.  The Committee has seen that effective reform typically includes changes to governance 
structure, budgeting procedures, curriculum, school culture, hiring practices and discipline.  All 
models of public school reform involve in some way bringing decision making and accountability 
closer to the communities and the families served by the schools. 
 
Our Neighborhood Council has been an aggressive advocate for reform and improvement of the 
public schools located within our service area, and has embraced strongly supported the autonomy 
from LAUSD as the best means of achieving reform and improvement. 
 
On June 5, 2007, our Board passed a motion which read in relevant part: 
 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL OF WESTCHESTER/PLAYA DEL REY SUPPORTS THE 
FORMAL CREATION OF  AN AUTONOMOUS CLUSTER OF SCHOOLS TO BE KNOWN AS THE 
LMU FAMILY OF SCHOOLS CONSISTING OF WESTCHESTER HIGH SCHOOL, ORVILLE 
WRIGHT MIDDLE SCHOOL, AND PASEO DEL REY, LOYOLA VILLAGE, KENTWOOD, COWAN 
AND WESTPORT HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, PROVIDED THAT THE LMU FAMILY OF 
SCHOOLS:  

 
(1) OPERATES UNDER THE BEST PRACTICES OF CALIFORNIA CHARTER SCHOOLS AND/OR 
THE BOSTON PILOT SCHOOL MODEL. 

 
(2) REPORTS DIRECTLY TO THE INNOVATION DIVISION OF LAUSD, AND NOT TO LOCAL 
DISTRICT 3, AND  

 
(3) IS GOVERNED BY A BOARD OF DIRECTORS WHICH BROADLY REPRESENTS THE 
COMMUNITY, LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY AND THE STAKEHOLDERS AT THE 
SCHOOLS.    
 
Since the date of that motion the LMU Family of Schools has been established, LAUSD has 
created the Innovation Division to manage schools autonomous schools schools, and teachers and 
parents at five Westchester schools have voted to enter the Innovation Division in partnership with 
LMU, those being Westchester High School, Orville Wright Middle School, and Kentwood 
Avenue, Cowan Avenue and Westport Heights Elementary Schools. 



 
“Transition Teams” have been formed or will be formed at each of the five Westchester schools in 
the Innovation Division.  These transition teams will be meeting over the summer and will be 
considering many crucial issues including the model that will be adopted for the governance of the 
Westchester schools in the Innovation Division.   
 
The Education Committee has hosted and attended meetings featuring many key players in the 
effort to reform Los Angeles public schools including our Board Member Marlene Canter, 
Superintendents Romer and Brewer, Mayor Villaraigosa, LAUSD Innovation Director Kathi 
Littmann, LMU Dean of the School of Education Shane Martin, Green Dot Public Charter Schools 
founder Steve Barr, UTLA President Duffy, and representatives of the California Charter School 
Association.   
 
The Education Committee has also researched the governance structure in place at Palisades 
Charter High School and has hosted representatives from it Governing Council.  The Governing 
Council at Palisades Charter High School consists of 3 teachers, 3 parents of current students, 3 
local community members, 1 classified staff member and the Executive Director.   
 
DISCUSSION:   
 
Prior to achieving autonomy by becoming an independent charter school, Palisades High School 
was experiencing declining attendance, performance and local community support.  Since 
achieving autonomy the school has seen sharply rising attendance and local community support, 
and improved performance by all students.   
 
The Education Committee believes that a key component of the unquestioned success seen at 
Palisades Charter High School is the composition of the governing council with equal numbers of 
teachers, parents of current students and local community members.  The Education Committee 
believes that establishing a clear and sustainable governance structure is the foundation and the 
necessary first step for autonomy and the achievement of the reform and school improvement 
which communities deserve from their public schools.  Support from the local residential and 
business community is vital for the success of public schools, and sustainable support can only be 
achieved when local community members are recognized as full participants in the governance of 
the school.  The Education Committee believes the Palisades Charter High School model offers 
the best hope of achieving these important goals, and submits this motion to the Board so that this 
position can be properly carried to the school Transition Teams.   
 
FISCAL ANALYSIS:   No fiscal implications.   
 
MOTION: 
 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL OF WESTCHESTER PLAYA ENDORSES A 
GOVERNANCE MODEL FOR MEMBER SCHOOLS OF THE LMU FAMILY OF SCHOOLS 
BASED ON THAT OF PALISADES CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL IN WHICH EQUAL 
NUMBERS OF SEATS ARE ALLOCATED TO TEACHERS, PARENTS OF CURRENT 
STUDENTS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS WHO LIVE OR WORK WITHIN THE 
GEOGRAPHIC BOUNDARIES OF THE SCHOOL.     


