
Ballona Freshwater Marsh Update August 2016            Page 1 of 2                                            August 11, 2016 

 

Friends of Ballona Wetlands 
 

Protecting and restoring the Ballona Wetlands for over 38 years 

with the help of more than 90,000 volunteers 
 

Our mission is to champion the restoration and protection of the Ballona Wetlands, 
involving and educating the public as advocates and stewards 

 

August 2016 

 

Information Regarding Activities in the Ballona Freshwater Wetlands System 

 

This information is intended to educate the public about the wetlands system and recent 

vegetation clearing and maintenance activities that have occurred in the system.  

 

But first it is important to know the story of this remarkable area. The Ballona Freshwater 

Wetlands consists of 51.1 acres created by developers of the Playa Vista community, to 

naturally treat stormwater from Playa Vista and the surrounding watershed (1,000 acres 

total), and to provide new habitat for birds. The system was completed in 2008 under 

permits from four different agencies and has met or exceeded all of its performance goals.  

Over 200 species of birds have been observed in the system and as many as 31 species 

have been observed nesting.  A non-profit entity called the Ballona Wetlands Conservancy 

(BWC) is responsible for ensuring that the wetland system continues to meet or exceed all 

of its objectives in perpetuity. 

 

Because we are in an urban environment, the system requires a substantial amount of 

maintenance; for that reason, maintenance roads were included in the plans to allow crews 

to navigate around the marsh and adjacent to the corridor.  One section of maintenance 

road around the Lincoln and Jefferson sides of the marsh is open to the public, but 

otherwise these maintenance roads are for Ballona Wetlands Conservancy crews only and 

are not open to the public.  Maintenance activities include removal of non-native vegetation, 

water quality monitoring, clearing trash from inlets, and other similar activities, but by far 

the most intensive maintenance activity is related to managing the growth of cattails and 

bulrushes to meet vector control requirements related to controlling mosquito breeding. 

 

Working with vector control, the BWC has been successful at controlling the mosquito 

breeding activity since 2008.  However, earlier this year, the mosquito counts that vector 

control monitors increased dramatically.  Because of this, vector control directed the 

Conservancy to clear all cattails and reeds within the corridor and marsh; in addition, in an 

attempt to reduce the standing water in the system, the water level was temporarily 

lowered.  These measures have been successful in reducing the mosquito breeding activity; 

mosquito populations are not at levels which vector control considers acceptable at this 

point, but the BWC will continue to work with them to address the issue.  Once the 

immediate problem has been addressed, water levels in the marsh and corridor will be 

allowed to return to normal, and growth of the vegetation will be managed to avoid this 

issue occurring again in the future.  In addition it should be noted that with expansion of 

marsh vegetation, especially in the Riparian Corridor, the extent of open water declined 

over the years and there was an associated reduction in diversity of waterfowl.  In the 
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future, with management of the vegetation to provide a balance of open water and marsh 

vegetation for nesting, the system will continue to meet or exceed the goals for which it was 

designed. 

 

Separately, earlier in the year, the BWC was approached with an opportunity to repair the 

maintenance road behind the riparian corridor.  Over the years, the road had become rutted 

and in disrepair, and it was difficult for BWC crews and haulers to navigate and perform the 

required maintenance.  This opportunity involved the placement of additional soil excavated 

from one of the last buildings to be built at Playa Vista, and it is not likely that a similar 

opportunity would come in the future, so the BWC agreed to it.  Unfortunately, the work 

also involved a significant amount of brush clearing of vegetation in order to place the 

additional soil.  It is important to note that no soil has been placed in the Bluff Creek 

channel itself.  When all of this effort is complete, the BWC will work to reestablish the trees 

and other vegetation that were cleared to make way for the soil.  

 

Lastly, the BWC wishes to re-emphasize that the maintenance road along Bluff Creek, and 

the maintenance road behind gated parts of the Freshwater Marsh, are not public trails and 

are off-limits to all but authorized personnel. These non-public areas are set aside for 

maintenance and to protect wildlife.  They are part of the system’s design and permit 

conditions for the system and there are no plans to open these areas to the public, but 

docent-led tours with small groups can be scheduled through the Friends of Ballona 

Wetlands.  

 

The BWC and the Friends appreciate all of the concern that the community has expressed 

about the Freshwater Marsh and Riparian Corridor over the past several months while this 

effort has been taking place. It is good to know that people appreciate the system that the 

developer of Playa Vista built and the BWC maintains.  

 


